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Disclaimer 
User confirms that this information is being provided without compensation or consideration, and that contract 
or privity is established with the provider.  Data contained in this document serves informational, discussion and 
educational purposes only.  Reliance on this data and these materials without independent determination of their 
applicability, compatibility, appropriateness, completeness and accuracy is not warranted or authorized. These 
materials are provided “as is” without a warranty of any kind, either express or implied, including but not limited 
to, the implied warranties of merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, or non-infringement. Claricent, Inc. 
shall not be liable for damages of any kind including without limitation direct, special, indirect, or consequential 
damages that may result from the use of these materials. Claricent, Inc. does not warrant the accuracy or 
completeness of the information, text, graphics, links or other items contained within these materials.  Each user 
must use his/her/its independent professional judgment as to the suitability of any material to the user’s 
application, use and/or system, and the accuracy and completeness of same.  Claricent, Inc. has no control over 
the information that you may access through the use of hot links contained in these materials and does not 
recommend and/or endorse your use of third party web pages nor provide any warranty whatsoever relating to 
third party web pages. Claricent, Inc. does not warrant the correctness and completeness of the Code given 
herein, and Claricent, Inc. shall not be liable for errors or damages caused by the usage of the Code, with the 
sole exception of damages caused by Claricent, Inc. intentionally or by grossly negligent conduct. 
 
 
1. Overview 
With SAP NetWeaver BI 2004s (BI 7.0) there are significant improvements to the Business 
Explorer Web Application Designer (BEx WAD).  The BEx WAD offers the ability to create 
robust dynamic web applications.  For an enhanced user experience, there is the need for 
dynamic content within a web application.  A perfect example is dynamically updating the 
chart title with the selected value from a dropdown list.  A new approach for supporting 
this requirement is the use of Path Replacement.  Path Replacement allows for the dynamic 
parameterization of commands and web items.  
 
 
2. Prerequisites 
 
This example requires a Web Template with: 

• Web Item - Drop Down List 
• Web Item - Chart 
• Web Item - DataProvider Information 
• DataProvider - Query 
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3. Implementation 
 
1. Create a web template 
with the following web 
items: 
 

• Drop Down List 
• Chart 
• DataProvider 

Information 

2. Create a data provider 
and bind all of the web items 
to the DataProvider.  In this 
example the Dropdown 
Item is bound to 
Characteristic 
0CALMONTH of 
DataProvider DP_1 

3. Switch to the Web 
Template Properties 

 
4. Add the Instruction 
'SET_ITEM_PARAMETERS' 
to the Action Before 
Rendering command 
targeting the CHART_1 
item and set the Title 
parameter with a 
placeholder of 'MyTitle'. 
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5. Now we need to execute 
the web application to find 
the XML path.  Execute the 
web template and select a 
value in the DropDown list.  
Notice the placeholder 
“MyTitle” on the Chart.  
 
Right-Mouse Click and select 
view source.  Search the 
XML Tree source code for 
<BICS_VIEW> and look for 
the XML Nodes and XML 
Elements that make up the 
selected value of the 
DropDown list and save the 
XML locally.  

 
… 
<BICS_VIEW> 
… 
<SELECTION_STATE> 
  <SELECTION type="CARTESIAN_PRODUCT"> 
    <CHARACTERISTICS> 
      <CHARACTERISTIC name="0CALMONTH"> 
        <SELECTIONS> 
          <SELECTION type="SINGLE_MEMBER"> 
            <MEMBER name="200701" type="MEMBER" 
text="JAN 2007"/> 
          </SELECTION> 
        </SELECTIONS> 
      </CHARACTERISTIC> 
    </CHARACTERISTICS> 
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Go back to the Web 
Application Designer Web 
Template and view the 
XHTML source.  Find the 
Template Parameters and 
the Title placeholder that 
was set for the 
SET_ITEM_PARAMETERS 
Instruction. 

<bi:TEMPLATE_PARAMETERS name="TEMPLATE_PARAMETERS" > 
  <bi:WEB_TEMPLATE_ACTIONS type="COMPOSITE" > 
    <bi:ACTION_BEFORE_RENDERING type="COMPOSITE" > 
      <bi:INSTRUCTION > 
         <bi:SET_ITEM_PARAMETERS > 
            <bi:cmd_item_parameters type="CHART_ITEM" > 
               <bi:TITLE value="MyTitle" /> 
            </bi:cmd_item_parameters> 
            <bi:TARGET_ITEM_REF value="CHART_ITEM_1" /> 
         </bi:SET_ITEM_PARAMETERS> 
      </bi:INSTRUCTION> 
    </bi:ACTION_BEFORE_RENDERING> 
  </bi:WEB_TEMPLATE_ACTIONS> 
</bi:TEMPLATE_PARAMETERS> 
 

Within the XHTML source 
of the Web Template, 
replace the statement 
value=”MyTitle” with the 
proper XPATH notation for 
the selected value from the 
DropDown List: 
 
path="DATA_PROVIDER:DP_1?/
BICS_VIEW/SELECTION_STATE/
SELECTION/CHARACTERISTICS/
CHARACTERISTIC[@name='0CAL
MONTH']/SELECTIONS/SELECTI
ON[1]/MEMBER/@text" 
 
Save. 

<bi:TEMPLATE_PARAMETERS name="TEMPLATE_PARAMETERS" > 
  <bi:WEB_TEMPLATE_ACTIONS type="COMPOSITE" > 
    <bi:ACTION_BEFORE_RENDERING type="COMPOSITE" > 
      <bi:INSTRUCTION > 
         <bi:SET_ITEM_PARAMETERS > 
            <bi:cmd_item_parameters type="CHART_ITEM" > 
               <bi:TITLE 
path="DATA_PROVIDER:DP_1?/BICS_VIEW/SELECTION_STAT
E/SELECTION/CHARACTERISTICS/CHARACTERISTIC[@name='
0CALMONTH']/SELECTIONS/SELECTION[1]/MEMBER/@text" 
/> 
            </bi:cmd_item_parameters> 
            <bi:TARGET_ITEM_REF value="CHART_ITEM_1" /> 
         </bi:SET_ITEM_PARAMETERS> 
      </bi:INSTRUCTION> 
    </bi:ACTION_BEFORE_RENDERING> 
  </bi:WEB_TEMPLATE_ACTIONS> 
</bi:TEMPLATE_PARAMETERS> 

Execute the web application 
and select a value from the 
drop-down list.   
 
The Chart Title will 
dynamically display the text 
of the selected value. 
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