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I. Overview

With SAP NetWeaver Bl 2004s (Bl 7.0) there are significant improvements to the Business
Explorer Web Application Designer (BEx WAD). The BEx WAD offers the ability to create
robust dynamic web applications. For an enhanced user experience, there is the need for
dynamic content within a web application. A perfect example is dynamically updating the
chart title with the selected value from a dropdown list. A new approach for supporting
this requirement is the use of Path Replacement. Path Replacement allows for the dynamic
parameterization of commands and web items.

2. Prerequisites

This example requires a Web Template with:
Web Item - Drop Down List

Web Item - Chart

Web Item - DataProvider Information
DataProvider - Query
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3. Implementation

I. Create a web template
with the following web
items:

e Drop Down List

e Chart

e DataProvider
Information
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2. Create a data provider
and bind all of the web items
to the DataProvider. In this
example the Dropdown
Item is bound to
Characteristic
OCALMONTH of
DataProvider DP_|

Determine the Parameters for the eb ltem
Agzign the required values to the parameters. To copy the default value, leave the entry as it iz Changes taken in thiz
window cannat be cancelled. All changes will be applied

5= Edit Parameter o ]

Selection of Charactesistic

Data Provider DP_1

Characteristic Calendar Year/Month [DCALMONTH] -

Label Visible [ Oif (Default]

Display ALL Entry [v] On [Default]

Affected Data Praviders (0]

[Default

~

E.Affected Data Providers
El

INSTRUCTION_ I TH_DEFALLT [Defaul

~

[BEFORE [Defaul)

Additional Action
Command via Command Wizard
Execution Point of Time

Command [ Default

Ok

3. Switch to the Web
Template Properties

CHART ITEM_1
DATA_PROVIDER_INFO_ITEM_1

4. Add the Instruction
'SET_ITEM_PARAMETERS'
to the Action Before
Rendering command
targeting the CHART _|
item and set the Title
parameter with a
placeholder of 'MyTitle".

General

v ey

Web Template Parameters I

—

P e L g

[w] Or [Default)
1 Off [Default)
[w] On [Default)
1 Off [Default)

Rezet Varable VYalues
Digplay 5ame Yariable
Template has main
= RRI Open Mode OPEMN_IN_SEPARAT =
I1ze Perzonalization | 1 Off [Default)
Standard Actions of the'web T emplate
A-::tlun B efore A endenng
Enmmand | Command: SET_ITHIL.
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Ifm Edit Command

Determine the Command Target (Data Provider or Web tem)
Determing the Data Provider or 'Web ltem to Which the Command Fiefers.

SetWeb ltem Parameters [SET_ITEM_PARAMETERS]
Ovenide Web ltem Parameters via a Command

R -

[CHART_ITEM_1 -

Wweb Item Type

C d Target
Target web ltem

I§= Edit Command

Determine the Paramaters for the Command
Assign the required values to the parameters. To copy the defaul value, leave the entry as it is. To Create a
Command Sequence, Choose Mext Command'.

SetWeb ltem Parameters [SET_ITEM_PARAMETERS]

(Owenide ‘wWeb ltem Parameters via a Command

Display |~ |
Internal Display
Behavior
DataBindng
[-] Chart Texts
Ty
Diagram Subtitle [Language-Diependent] Default I
Legend Title [Language-Cependent] Default
Az Descriplion ni[Defaul
AxisD iption [L D
Categary Auis <] Drefault
Walue Axis [7] Default
Secondam Category Axiz (%] Drefault
Secondary Value Axis [Y) Default |
bdanual Axis Label [vl On [Default]
Auxis Label [Language Dependent]
Cateqgary Axis <) Default
Walue Axis [1) Drefault
Secondary Category Axis (<] Drefault 1
Secondam Value iz [7] Drefault o hd
Display: ¥ou Use these Parameters to Determine How the Web ltem is Displaped
Delete | Next Cammatd | Back | Ok | Cancel
5. Now we need to execute o
the Web appl ication to ﬁnd Fle Edit Wiew Favorites Tools Help | |','
(0172007 JAN 2007 | =
the XML path. Execute the N
web template and select a o
[y Title
value in the DropDown list. 00000
Notice the placeholder s
“MyTitle” on the Chart.
400000
Right-Mouse Click and select | | zoom
view source. Search the 20000
XML Tree source code for
100000 L
<BICS_VIEW> and look for
the XML Nodes and XML o -
Elements that make up the &
[& '_’_’_’_’_ % Local intranet

selected value of the
DropDown list and save the
XML locally.

<BICS VIEW>

<SELECTION_STATE>
<SELECTION type="CARTESIAN_PRODUCT">
<CHARACTERISTICS>
<CHARACTERISTIC name="OCALMONTH">
<SELECTIONS>
<SELECTION type="SINGLE_MEMBER">
<MEMBER name="200701" type="MEMBER"
text="JAN 2007"/>
</SELECTION>
</SELECTIONS>
</CHARACTERISTIC>
</CHARACTERISTICS>
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Go back to the Web
Application Designer Web
Template and view the
XHTML source. Find the
Template Parameters and
the Title placeholder that
was set for the
SET_ITEM_PARAMETERS
Instruction.

<bi:TEMPLATE_PARAMETERS name="TEMPLATE_PARAMETERS" >
<bi:WEB_TEMPLATE_ACTIONS type="COMPOSITE" >
<bi:ACTION_BEFORE_RENDERING type="COMPOSITE" >
<bi:INSTRUCTION >
<bi:SET_ITEM_PARAMETERS >
<bi:cmd_item_parameters type="CHART_ITEM" >
<bi:TITLE value="MyTitle" />
</bi:cmd_item_parameters>
<bi:TARGET_ITEM_REF value="CHART_ITEM_1" />
</bi:SET_ITEM_PARAMETERS>
</bi:INSTRUCTION>
</bi:ACTION_BEFORE_RENDERING>
</bi:WEB_TEMPLATE_ACTIONS>
</bi:TEMPLATE_PARAMETERS>

Within the XHTML source
of the Web Template,
replace the statement
value="MyTitle” with the
proper XPATH notation for
the selected value from the
DropDown List:

path="DATA_PROVIDER:DP_17?/
BICS_VIEW/SELECTION_STATE/
SELECTION/CHARACTERISTICS/
CHARACTERISTIC[@name="0CAL
MONTH' ] /SELECTIONS/SELECTI
ON[1]/MEMBER/@text"

Save.

<bi:TEMPLATE_PARAMETERS name="TEMPLATE_PARAMETERS" >
<bi:WEB_TEMPLATE_ACTIONS type="COMPOSITE" >
<bi:ACTION_BEFORE_RENDERING type="COMPOSITE" >
<bi:INSTRUCTION >
<bi:SET_ITEM_PARAMETERS >
<bi:cmd_item_parameters type="CHART_ITEM" >
<bi:TITLE
path="DATA_PROVIDER:DP_1?/BICS_VIEW/SELECTION_STAT
E/SELECTION/CHARACTERISTICS/CHARACTERISTIC[@name="
OCALMONTH' ] /SELECTIONS/SELECTION[1]/MEMBER/@text"
/>
</bi:cmd_item_parameters>
<bi:TARGET_ITEM_REF value="CHART_ITEM_1" />
</bi:SET_ITEM_PARAMETERS>
</bi:INSTRUCTION>
</bi:ACTION_BEFORE_RENDERING>
</bi:WEB_TEMPLATE_ACTIONS>
</b1i:TEMPLATE_PARAMETERS>

Execute the web application
and select a value from the
drop-down list.

The Chart Title will
dynamically display the text
of the selected value.
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